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farming was passing through a severe crisis, although they differ widely as to causes. The expansion of the domestic and foreign market is said to have undermined an economy based on serfdom. Agricultural production was, no doubt, stimulated by increasing exports of farm produce, especially grain; yet the importance of this factor has often been exaggerated.
VOLUME OF GRAIN EXPORTS, 1826-1860
Years                    Yearly average in
thousands of poods *
1826-1830                       23,950
1831-1835                       18,469
1836-1840                       28,831
1841-1845                       27,205
1846-1850                       51,211
1851-1855                       45,396
1856-1860                       69,254
* One pood = 36 Ibs. = 0,016 ton.
As in the earlier period, the sharp fluctuation in the volume of grain exports was due to wars, poor harvests, and changes in the tariff policy of Russia and the importing countries. Russian export dues on grain were not substantially reduced until the 1850's, and they were finally abolished in 1865. England being the chief importing country, English Corn Laws were a factor of paramount importance, and it was only after their repeal in 1846 that the Russian grain exports increased briskly from 27 million poods in 1841-1845 to 51 million in 1846-1850, that is, by almost 90 per cent. The principal grain exported was wheat, and the bulk of this trade went through the ports of the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, especially Odessa. Although the volume of grain export increased threefold from 1826-1830 to 1856-1860, it was still only a small fraction of domestic production: 0.6 per cent to 2.5 per cent in the 1830's, 2.7 per cent in 1851-1855, and 5.1 per cent in 1856-1860.5
The domestic market for agricultural produce, like that for exports, expanded but slowly. The social and legal structure of Russia, with
5M. N. Pokrovsky, dean of Soviet historians until his death in 1932, has grossly overemphasized the importance of grain exports and grain prices as factors in the breakdown of serfdom. His views are properly repudiated by recent Soviet historiography.